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Shackled to Labor of
Hardest Kind by W ar

Europe’'s Future
Mothers Will Be
Stronger and It
Is Predicted by
Scientists that
Their Ascenden-
cyOver ManHas

Begun.

HE conjecture as to what the
futurs will bring, what the
eventual settlement of the
present war will glva to the
world {8 nowhere more un-
certaln than In the fleld of
labor and the apportionment
of the tasks of production.

And the partlcular uncertainty regarding the
position of women In Industry and the relation
of women to the labor market Is undoubtedly
the greatest and the gravest phaszo of the
future's return to normal conaltions,

The men had gone to the war
must be done; mnd the women were the only
ones left to do It. Into the factorles, the finlds,
the ships and the mines the women have gone
to fill the places made vacant Ly the armies
marching to batte. The new situation creatoed
an sbnormal demand for workers, and it was
met by abnormal measures

With women engaged In every form of labor
sehich men have herctofore done for the world
women have acquired both skill and strength
fkilled labor does not alwaye have to bhe strong
labor. But women have proved that they can
supply strong labor as well as that requiring
dexterous fingers rather than burly muscles

Certain 1t Is that women have acquired new
characteristics.  Seclentists  predict  that the
future will disclose a new generation of women,
gifted with hard, supple muscles and hlessed
with the endurance of the male Indeed, it Is
1ot the least improbable of the many half-haz-
ard, half-deduction vislons that men of science
sre beholding of the new world which will rise
out of the great European struggle.

The inexorable law of the repetition of his-
tory cannot serve sa a gulde In this case Never
before were the conditiona the same, never
were the effect= of n general war so far reach-
ing: and never were the rears to follow =0
much of an Impossible mystery., Because of the
eullrely different conditions, absolutely no prec-
edent exlsts upon which to make an affirmation
which cannot be questioned. History may re-
peat itself, but It can searcely be charged with
ever before having presented so great a elimax
to Lthe world

Wers in Former Times.

FTER Europe was swept by the religious
pasgions of the Thirty Years War, and
Germany was lald in rulna by its ebb and flow
the readjustment of peace came easlly and
surely. Louls XIV. s domination of the Contl-
nent und his terrible War of the Spanish Suc-
cension were soon blotted outl by the passawe
of a few years, aticd the world war aguln normal
Frederick the Great and Napoleon, too, threw
Europe into the caldron of war, wnd becausa
the Ingredients In every case were the same the
final result of the turmoil were ldentical—quick
reiurn Lo the normal, domestic, lsplated system
of manufacture and commerce

But now 1L is different. The Intensely delicate
Ard extensive machine of modern commerce has
besn destroyed. Industry has been upset. World
irnitercourse, which did not before exist on even
relatively as Important a plane, has been thrown
out of gear. Such vastly different conditions
that the present conflict has upset certainly are
bound to produce differences In result just as
vast

The skill and the newly acquired strength of
women, who have been engaged !'n men's work
now for more than two years, |s not golng to be
ensily cast aside. The future must see whether
women will continue at thelr tasks in the fac-
torles and the mines and become a potent and a
very vital factor in the competition of the labor
markel. It must decide whether the return of
the warrlors will alse bring the return of the
normal manufacturing system, or whether the
men will return to compete with women In pro=
ductlon.

With regard to women in industry, there ara
briefly speaking, thres theorles of what mighe
occur after the war.

One was largely propounded by the late Pro _
Harry Thurston Peck, one of the leading op-
ponents of woman suffrage during his life-
time. He took the view that whenever the
domination of the male in lines of Industry was
threatened by women, scenes of disorder would
arise which would set back the development
of women to such an extent that they could,
not recover for centuries, His tdea was the
brute force would finally tell. that, If man
Tound themaelves crowded out of work by wom-
en, they would return to their primitive instincts
and would resume by viclence what they con-
eldered thelr natural right.

FProven Themselves Capable,

AS A contrast to this theory comes the as-
sertlon that women have proven them-
selves amply capable of holding the positions
even at heavy labor, that men accupled p;-lu;-
1o the present war in Europe. Thins also BEVOrs
of the element of bruts force, for it practi-
cally says that, If women are capable of dolng
men's work, they certainly will be capatle of
rexinting the forclble attempts of men to re.
£ain their former pursuits Both these idens
enmbody the survival of the fitteat

The third theory, which seems the most likely
to work jtself out under present conditions of
soclety, s the theory of adjustment. That
the sexes perform the tasks for which they are
best sulted, |s the primal need of soclety. This
theory holds that, wjth the return of normal
copditions, & readjustment will succeed and

The work

«the result will be the most desirable. 1If

that rather than o struggls between the scxod
e sort of adaptation will evolve and thod
nt the
close of the war, meén are to return to the
heavy tasks of the fleld and factory. they will
return thers, and the women will go back 12
domestle dutles—Just as necesaary a part in the
great scheme of production

To take the Peck theory firsr, It
nsked whether the old {dea of man helng able
to tako a position by sheer stréngth la any
longer tanable.

In the firat place, the moral
the community at brute force and mob
having any domination In the conduct of af-
falrs ie so great that It wouid seem that this
plone proecluded the idea that this theory could
be correct There 8 not 4 sinzle from
the brutal outbreaks of Tammnany In New York
to tha hideous attempts of Svndlealists and the
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like that has not resulted In the mob Idea
being overthrown. The gang lden still persi=is
of course.

Women Becoming Stronger.

TT there Ils another, and perhaps more po-
B tent aapect of the question of brute (oree
The physical strength of the male 12 no longer
such that he can confldently boast of
able to wrest matters from the female, For-
merly, when work was diviged on a phyaleal
basis, the man possibly was n nundred per cant
stronger than the average That
when outdoor work was the man’s and house-
hold duties the woman's

That women have successfully
at almost every Industrinl
world Is Incontrovertible Herlin
and other cities of the Continent tend to show
that the Boclalist and Labor partles of pract]
cally nll countries agree that womon should e
allowed to enter the lubor market on an egunl
cround with men,

At present, In all the warring natlons, women
are emploved In the ammunition faclories, Not
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only do they do work that requires fne touch
and alertness, such as handling toe primers nnd
welghing out the minute loads of powder Chat
constitute certsin portions of sholls, but they
have nlso proved their value In handling the
really henvy products, The &-Inch shelly, which
the English guns utilize, welgh about 160 pounds
apiece, and are belng made entlrely by women
In some of the factories,
- - L]

An English Cartoon,

wHEN the war first started tnere was & oar-
toon in one of the English papers that has
been widaly copled, and anly regently appearsd
under a modified form, tharseby showing that
It uppealed to the English asnss of humor., Thz
cartoon showed an ¥English housemald notifying
her mistress that she was about to leave, add-

1N that she had owen employed W nn woununt-

ton factory. To this her mistress replied, drily,
that If the muid dropped as many things ns she
hiad beon fn the hublt of dolng about the bouse,
her term of employment wis likely (0 be short.

So this brings us to the third proposition—
whether the constant changes In civilization ara
not elmply the adaptation of the sexes to the
work for which they ars hest sulted History
#hown that certain nations hove ralsed Amazon
regiments In which women did thele part of the
fighting with the men.

Several historlans who have tried to analyze
this condltion have thought that possibly in the
wars which characterized the early history of
“VEry race, some tribe may have had moat of
the men extarminuted, thus forcing the women
into the ranks for the protection of thelr homes
and thelr offspring. Several African iribes ure
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g=vaeloped Linaxons, and In
fSreek mythology Theseu
Greece, thought it no
hiive made o campaign
and his
legend
In as much as legendary histor?® has heen
barne out pretty well In the case of Greeca, for
the tomb of Clytemnpestra hps been found and
the site of the anclent Clty of Troy has been
discovered under rulng of other cities, it would
seem that there |8 dlstinet authenticity In the
Amazon story, BHut in Greece, as in other coun-
tries, when conditions changed and the supply
af men that had been lost in the constont war-
fare was repewed. the women fell naturaily
Intae apne line of work, chigtly housahold dutias,
and the men adopted Lhe pursuits best fitted to
them.

Enowr | i

A nutionel

. hogo of
ng extruordinary to
Amazons,

piocudly In

agnlnst the

exploits were recounled
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Fatal Drain Predicted,
RE, H, C JANUARY af
s h:vls:-.n h_na iwlways been prominent in work
el “m‘\‘ thinks that the continual work-
“mmu"u:nnur;'lfl necupations similar 1o that of
2 mt:rz -: torfes Wil caume u fatal dradn
bl .-m‘:‘,.: .:l!' BUVE that men can stand thao
Vs .“"n of & war better than women
eCiuse man‘s labor ix more delinlte—whether
It I8 going Into the trenches or digging ditches,
the men are more naturally equipped for lhnI:
made of life. even i thay havy
verbial white enllar loba prior
The clerk who hns soft
them very easily when
or, rather, he can harden them at the orders
::..-:: -t:nz;mnthwhu will stand over him and seo
¢ does him “turn" B
Who is taken from the rozuurrj:m::u :;n’:::

Ferguson, Mo,

® had the pro-
to that time

hands can harden
he in called to war—
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daily labor, the stréss of war conditions s hard
The long hours In the factories are likely 19
Impalr women's generic functions and wenked
the race,

“There should he a movement In the warring
pations to conserve the workers of all kinds™
she sald, “and to prevent the women of UW
tuco from sulfering the fatal sxhaustion which
1% hound to cnsue when they are compelled 0
vork at the long hours that ts customary for
the men. Overitraln on the women Is not onld
likely to prove a xreat disaster Lo the tondivid:
ual, but it is also likely to prove a great strald
upon the race

“The work that the men can do In the fae
tories of England In turning out ammunition, o
the work that the women can do in taking
thelr plaves |s alisolutely no eriterion of what
Women eliould do In the actual alfairs of aver:
day life. Women are giving up thelr lives 8t
prescnt to do their duly just as sursely as the
men are sacrificing theirs [n the trenches. Ank
moreovor, the women are also minimizing the
progpects of a fulure race. ‘There should be 8
conservation of workers, This 15 absoluts!f
ezgential for every nation that expocts to exisk

“Frotective measureés are necessary for (e
mothers of the race In a condition such ns thid
—and standards should be kept higher and hlgh-
er with succeeding genecrations. Over fatigi®
und overwork will neutrallze many of our mod-
ern laws of sanitatlon. Mecause women W
in the factories of Europe at present |s no res
#on why they should be worked in simiiar (a8
lon here

“There s such n thing as a nation clothinf
Itaelf in false security if It belleves it can 4%
pend upon ita women to do the same work
as mon almply because an emergancy Aaris®
Women bave their own type of work and mél
have theira, But I know that no woman
EOIng to finch from her duty when she realls
that the occaslon has arinen. When the woms®
thus offers herself as n worker In the ammui®
tlon factaries it should not he conaidsred th
this s her normal work. It should he rame™
bared that she |s doing this kind of labor u
oxceptional elroumstances and that she 18
it because of war."
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